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you can have 

a Challenging career 
with Transport Canada 
as an 

Air Traffic 

Controller 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


‘httpsi//archive.org/details/31761116489089 


In this age of ever-increasing air 
travel, the Air Traffic Controller is an 
essential part of the team which al- 
lows the flying public to span conti- 
nents and oceans in a matter of a few 
hours. 

Aircraft such as the Boeing 747, 
pictured at the right, are flying higher, 
faster and with more passengers than 
ever before, thus providing a greater 
challenge and responsibility for the 
men and women whose task is to 
enable aircraft to operate safely and 
with minimum delay —— THE AIR 
TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS. 


Air Traffic Controllers provide con- 
trol services to aircraft in the air and 
on the manoeuvering areas of air- 
ports. They have the responsibility of 
preventing collisions between aircraft 
under their control and at the same 
time ensuring that delays are kept to 
a minimum. 

Additional services provided by the 
controller include: information for pi- 
lots on weather, navigational aids, air- 
ports etc.; monitoring navigational 
aids and electronic equipment; alert- 
ing emergency services about aircraft 
which are lost or in an emergency 
situation; and providing radar assist- 
ance as required. 

Air Traffic Controllers become profi- 
cient in the following four main func- 
tional operations: 

1) Ground Controllers control air- 
craft, service vehicle, con- 
struction equipment, snow 
removal machinery and other 
vehicles operating on or near 
the runways of an airport. 


/ 


oa 


2) Airport Controllers control air- 
craft taking off, landing or flying 
in the vicinity of the airport. 

These controllers work, for the most 

part, by having the aircraft under their 
control actually in sight, although ra- 
dar has been installed in many control 
towers to enable them to ‘see’ 
beyond their normal range of vision. 

Airport and ground controllers work 

as a team, and each is able to do the 
other’s job. 


3) Terminal Controllers control 
and direct the movement of 
aircraft flying ‘‘on instruments” 
and arriving at, or departing 
from, major airports. Terminal 
controllers are aided by radar 
and other electronic equip- 
ment which enables them to 
“see” aircraft beyond normal 
vision. 

Normally, terminal controllers direct 

the movement of aircraft within 40 
miles of the airport. 


4) Area Controllers control and 
direct the movement of aircraft 
flying ‘‘on instruments” along 
the airways which link all parts 
of Canada. Area controllers 
provide separation by reserv- 
ing a block of airspace for 
each aircraft as it moves along 
the airway, and no other air- 
craft is allowed to enter this 
airspace. 

Radar service is provided on most 
of the more heavily travelled routes in 
Canada so that an aircraft may fly 
from coast to coast with the control- 


lers able to ‘see’ the aircraft 
continuously. 


The area, terminal and airport con- 
trollers form a complete team which 
ensures the safety of aircraft and pas- 
sengers from boarding to 
disembarkation. 


Qualifications Training 


The training period for Controller 
Grades 1 to 3 is approximately 10 
months and is divided into four 
phases: 


Phase 1 


An indoctrination course in regional 
training facilities, lasting five weeks. 


Phase 2 


A six-week familiarization period in 
an operational unit to enable the can- 
didate to become familiar with the job 
requirements and the technical as- 
pects of the Air Traffic Control 
system. 


Phase 3 


The period of familiarization training 
is followed by a formal course of ap- 
proximately four months duration at 
the Transport Canada Training Insti- 
tute in Ottawa. 

Training for students in both Airport 
(Visual Flight Rules) and Enroute (In- 
strument Flight Rules) courses _in- 
volves classroom instruction  inte- 
grated with practice exercises in vari- 
ous simulators. Students in the Visual 
Flight Rules program will study such 
subjects as Air Traffic Control rules 
and regulations, aircraft operating 
characteristics, air navigation, radio 
theory, meteorology, etc. Training for 
Enroute Controllers includes study in 
abbreviated form of most of the sub- 
jects covered in the Airport program 
as well as concentration on IFR control 
procedures supported by practice in 
simulated environments. 


Phase 4 


Upon successful completion of the 
formal course, male and female can- 
didates are required to complete three 
to four months of practical on-the-job 
training which ends when they receive 
the Air Traffic Controller's licence. 

Throughout the training period, the 
student controller is required to pass 
written and practical tests on a regular 
basis to ensure that the high standard 
expected of an Air Traffic Controller is 
maintained. 

When training is completed, the 
controller may move up to higher 
working levels or administrative posts, 
depending on demonstrated aptitude 
and capabilities. 


— — 


Salaries range from approximately 
$8,000 for ATC Trainees to about 
$26,000 for senior controllers. Rates 
of pay may change from time to time 
through collective bargaining. Detailed 
information is available from Public 
Service Commission offices and from 
the offices listed overleaf. 


Additional benefits include: 

— salary and travelling expenses 
while in training 

— removal expenses when trans- 
ferred from one place of em- 
ployment to another 

— paid leave periods 

— sick leave 

— pension benefits 

— opportunity for advancement 

— continuing training programs. 


Vacancies for Air Traffic Control 
Trainees are advertised in major 
newspapers and on posters displayed 
in Post Offices, Canada Manpower 
Centres and other federal government 
buildings. These offices, and Public 
Service Commission offices, both re- 
gional and in Ottawa, can provide in- 
formation and application forms (PSC 
367-4110). 

If you feel that you have the qualifi- 
cations to succeed in this challenging 
career, file an application form TO- 
DAY. 


Completed application forms or 
requests for additional career informa- 
tion should be directed to any of the 
seven Offices listed below: 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Air, 
P.O. Box 42, 

Moncton, N.B. 

E1C 8K6 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Air, 
Regional Administration Bldg., 
Room 262-A, 

Montreal International Airport, 
Dorval, P.Q. 

H4Y 1B9 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Air, 

P.O. Box 7, Toronto Dominion 
Centre, 

King Street West, 

Toronto, Ontario. 

M5K 1A5 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Air, 
P.O. Box 8550 

125 Garry Street, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
R3C OP6 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Air, 
Federal Building, 
9820-107th Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta. 

T5K 1G3 


Regional Staffing Officer, 
Transport Canada, Arr, 
739 West Hastings St., 
Vancouver, B.C. 

V6C 1A2 


Transport Canada 
Personnel, Air (Attn. PASC), 
Transport Canada Building, 
Place de Ville, 

11th floor, 

Ottawa, Ontario. 
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